2021

Central Ohio Folk Festival
Sat, May 22

– A VIRTUAL EVENT

WORKSHOPS

Workshop Hours: 11:00am-7pm

Eight 50-minute interactive workshops
•

Workshops on: guitar, fiddle,
ukulele, bluegrass banjo, mountain
dulcimer & songwriting

•

Workshops viewable within
the festival broadcast website.
Website is accessible by festival
ticket purchase only. There are
no additional fees for attending

workshops once you purchase a
festival ticket.
•

All workshops held via Zoom.
Participants can choose to either
interact directly with instructor via
Zoom or view workshop screen
without Zoom log in. Workshop
recordings can also be re-visited
up to 5 weeks after event.

Your festival ticket purchase for the
May 22 festival includes all workshops
Festival tickets are $15/individual or
$25/household available at:
coffest.eventbrite.com

Workshops are listed in order of their scheduled times and are 50 minutes
long. All times listed are Eastern Daylight Time.
In order to provide the best possible learning experience, workshops
are being conducted interactively via Zoom. They are accessible on
the festival site in a dedicated Workshop Zoom Room. There is also an
option for workshop participants to view the workshop without Zoom
log in.  
See page 5 for more about each of our workshop presenters. Visit
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org for details on the other festival
activities.
The festival is produced by the Columbus Folk Music Society and is cosponsored by  WCBE 90.5FM.

Dear Workshop Goers:
It’s been an extraordinary year. We’ve all missed playing together and
listening to live music.
Until we can be together again, we’ve had to adapt how we gather.
The 2021 Central Ohio Folk Festival workshops, led by extraordinary
musicians, will allow us to express our love of music in a virtual
format. Especially this year, spring may bring with it signs of hope and
renewal.
Thank you for your interest in the 2021 Central Ohio Folk Festival,
and join us in looking forward to better times filled with music and
fellowship.
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WORKSHOPS – Sat, May 22
11am - 7pm EST

KEY:  Beg = for beginners; Adv Beg = advanced beginners; Int = intermediate level; Adv =
Advanced players; All = all levels  

SATURDAY 11 AM EST
Basic Guitar Picking Styles –
Bill Schilling LEVEL ADV BEG
The purpose of this workshop
is to introduce participants to
various pattern styles of guitar
fingerpicking that can be used
with different time signatures for
Cr.  Linda McDonald Photography
accompaniment and later modified
(if desired) for more complex finger-style guitar playing. Participants
should feel comfortable forming and changing several chords with
their left hands. No previous fingerpicking experience is needed, and
flatpickers are welcome.

SATURDAY NOON EST
Getting Started on Ukulele –
Deborah Van Kleef LEVEL BEG
It’s easy to get started on ukulele!
Participants will learn 2 to 3
basic chords, along with practice
techniques for strengthening
chord playing. We’ll do some
Cr.  Porapak Apichodilok/Pexels
basic strumming and play some
simple, familiar songs. Of course, exactly what we do will depend on
the level of experience of those in attendance.
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SATURDAY 1 PM EST
Mountain Dulcimer – “O,
Shenandoah” - I Long to Play
Thee – Butch Ross LEVEL BEG-ADV
BEG

Learn to play this beautiful song in
the simplest chord melody version
possible.  We’ll explore alternate,
Cr. Linda McDonald Photography
but easy, chord voicings. Various
fingering techniques, and using lyrics to aid in the counting of rhythms.
This song is trickier than it looks, but using these techniques will help
you master it in no time.

SATURDAY 2 PM EST
Fiddle – Learning Technique to
Help You Grow in Any Style –
Matt Opachick LEVEL ALL
Workshop attendees will
explore how fundamentals of
traditional violin technique will
aid in growing in a wide range of
Cr.  Linda McDonald Photography
Fiddle and American Folk Styles.
Fundamentals can provide a strong basis to then incorporate the more
stylistic approaches often seen within Irish, Scottish, Old-Time, and
Bluegrass styles.

SATURDAY 3 PM EST
Songs of the 70s on Mountain Dulcimer – Butch Ross

LEVEL INT

Like the title says, come learn how well pop and rock songs from this
decade fit with the Mountain Dulcimer. Capo required.  

SATURDAY 4 PM EST
Songwriting – How NOT to Write Bad Songs – Andrew Morris
LEVEL ALL

The biggest enemy of the songwriter is bad songs. How do we combat
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them? Sometimes as a songwriter, you think you have a great song,
and then a couple years later you realize “Lord have mercy on my
weary soul, that song was terrible”. In this workshop we’ll discuss a few
methods to improve your output, criticize yourself and we’ll visit a few
examples.   

SATURDAY 5 PM EST
Keys to Accompanying Other
Musicians on Guitar – Brian
Szuch LEVEL ALL
Live music performance in an
unrehearsed and improvised
setting can be terrifying,
exhilarating, and extremely
Cr.  Linda McDonald Photography
rewarding all at the same time.  
Unlike written music or recording
session work, accompanying other artists in a live jam or performance
is all about real-time decision making with no do-overs or overdubs.  
Even when you’ve never heard the songs or played with the individuals
before, the best fulfillment is when the audience asks, “How long has
your band been together?”  
This workshop is all about the tips and tricks musicians use to “make it
up” but to sound cohesive and rehearsed…  even when you’re not.  

SATURDAY 6 PM EST
Beginning Bluegrass Banjo
Rolls – Andrew Morris LEVEL
BEG-ADV BEG

We will learn “Will the Circle Be
Unbroken” with 2 different roll
patterns and combine them to
make an interesting arrangement.
Cr.  Fidel Sarah / Unsplash
We will talk about practicing and
I’ll share some other valuable online resources.
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ABOUT OUR 2021
FESTIVAL
PRESENTERS
MORRIS, ANDREW (Kansas City, KS)
thematchsellers.com

Andrew Morris is a multi-instrumentalist,
songwriter, and music collaborator from Warsaw,
Indiana, currently residing in Kansas City, KS.  He
has performed around the US and Europe with
his group The Matchsellers on prestigious stages
like NPR’s Mountain Stage, Walnut Valley Festival,
and the John Hartford Memorial Festival a well as
on radio and at other venues.
He was the 2019 Kansas State Banjo Champion and while musically
well-versed on guitar, banjo, mandolin and vocals, it is his “brand-new
point of view” (KCUR’s Mike Warren) that is perhaps most interesting.
Constantly combining elements of theater, stand-up, sci-fi, academia
and more into his live performances and musical compositions,
he is a trailblazing Midwestern voice. His most recent concept
“Bluegrastronauts” has garnered much attention and praise throughout
the Bluegrass community.

OPACHICK, MATT (Johnstown, OH)
mattopachick@gmail.com

Matt Opachick started playing the violin at the
age of nine in his hometown of Washington, PA.
He moved to Ohio in 2005 and in 2009 earned his
Bachelor of Music in Music Education degree at
Capital University.
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He is currently a Private Studio Instructor of Violin and Fiddle at
Denison University. He is also one of the Orchestra Directors in the
Granville Exempted Village School District.
Matt also currently plays fiddle as a member of the old-time string
band, The Wayfarers.

ROSS, BUTCH (Chattanooga, TN)
www.butchross.com
butch@butchross.com

Chattanooga mountain dulcimer maestro Butch
Ross has tackled everything from Radiohead
to the Beatles to J.S. Bach. He is an in-demand
performer at folk and dulcimer festivals through
the US and Europe, including the Central Ohio
Folk Festival, the Falcon Ridge Folk Festival, the
Lancaster (UK) Music Festival, and the Philadelphia Folk Festival.
The dulcimer is an unassuming thing, with a handful of strings and a
history that feels embedded in the lineage of countless Appalachian
musicians. But Ross has taken it and made it something more,
something remarkable and versatile.
His music is born from his respect for its abilities, a respect born from
the years he’s spent prying apart its pieces and discovering new sounds
where none existed before. It is this ground-breaking and iconoclastic
approach that caused ukulele-virtuoso Jake Shimabukuro to comment,
“Now I know what a dulcimer is supposed to sound like.”

SCHILLING, BILL (Salem, OH)
www.billschilling.org

Bill Schilling has been a folk-style singer and
multi-instrumentalist for almost fifty years.
Bill leads Dulci-More, a Folk and Traditional
Musicians’ club and directs the annual DulciMore Festival.
Since 2005, he has served as the Music
Coordinator for Folk Music at Weatherbury Farm in Avella, PA and has
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been an instructor for many week long and weekend courses on many
instruments and subjects.
He also works with Folknet, the Canton Folk Song Society, Dulcimer
Society of Trumbull County, and leads many festival workshops.

SZUCH, BRIAN (Westerville, OH)
szuch@wowway.com       

Brian Szuch is a multi-instrumentalist, music
collaborator and producer.  He is the lead
guitarist for the Dan Orr Project in Central Ohio.  
With DOP, he has had the opportunity to share
the stage with ZZ Top, 38 Special, Night Ranger, &
Joey Molland of Badfinger.
He is also a member of Columbus, OH bands Avalon Nine and Halfway
Home.  When not working on music recording projects and live
performance, he is a registered Architect by trade in Columbus.

VAN KLEEF, DEBORAH (Cleveland Hts, OH)
dvankleef@igc.org       
www.deborahvankleef.com

Deborah Van Kleef has taught guitar for 24
years and ukulele for 10 years, to beginners
of all ages, at the Fairmount School of Music
in Cleveland Heights. She has performed at
schools, libraries, festivals, coffeehouses and
special events, primarily in northeast Ohio for
over 30 years, and is a regular on the Central Ohio Folk Festival family
stage.  
As a performer, Van Kleef has entertained audiences with her brand
of rootsy rustbelt folk music for over 20 years: at concerts, festivals,
coffeehouses, schools, rallies, conferences and special events, mainly
in Ohio, with appearances in New York, Washington, DC and California.
Her “has appeared with” list includes John McCutcheon, Pete Seeger,
Rosalie Sorrels, Holly Near, Emma’s Revolution, Laura Love and more.
###

